TO THE ELLA FITZGERALD
FOUNDATION,
I cannot thank you enough for
giving me the chance to work with
music students in the greater Miami
area. This past year, I was able to work
with the same two students I had
mentored the year prior – a unique
opportunity in that I was able to watch
them grow and build upon all that we
had worked on the previous year.
My two trombone mentees and I
greatly enjoyed this year – and needless
to say accomplished a lot! One student
was in the 9th grade and the other in
8th , with a large disparity in their
abilities. Overcoming this throughout
the year and helping them both to grow
and learn together (since they are both
taught together in the same lesson) was
by far my biggest challenge.
I have found that accommodating
the students and motivating them is
much easier when you Find the kind of
music that drives them. This past year,
we covered many different styles of
music, focusing around classical and
jazz. We also did a lot of listening,
discussing, and then trying the new
skills we were learning – improvising
was a deFinite hit! From playing
“Freddie Freeloader” as a jazz
trombone duet at a dinner for the
friends of the “Frost School of Music” to
walking the red carpet at the Cleveland
Orchestra concert at the Arsht Center,
my mentees and I were given amazing
opportunities to show what we’ve
learned and to be inspired!

AT THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
CONCERT, ARSHT CENTER, MIAMI FL

We wrapped up our year with
a Final concert in one of the recital
halls at Florida International
University. Although we are only
required to perform one piece
with our mentees, I value
performance experience and
recognize that it was and is very
important to me as a developing
musician. Because I recognize
this, I work hard with my mentees
to prepare a more standard solo
piece that they perform each
concert. Then, as a supplemental
and sometimes more challenging
feat, we put together a duet/trio.
Last year, we made this a learning
experience by arranging, on
Sibelius, “Take Me Out to the Ball
Game.” This not only covered
some aspects of music technology,
but it also incorporated theory,
arranging, trial and error, and
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musical form. At our most recent
concert, we presented our
adapted version of John Williams’
“Raiders March” from Indiana
Jones – which we were honored to
perform as the grand Finale!
I love this mentorship
program not just because it gives
me valuable teaching experience;
I love this mentorship program
because I love teaching and I love
these kids. This scholarship gives
me the opportunity to connect
with these very promising
students and make a difference.
We all enjoy ourselves to the
fullest, and there really is nothing
like sharing the joy of music.
Again, many thanks for these
wonderful, musical opportunities!
Sincerely,

Megan M. Roy

MENTEES BEING RECOGNIZED AT THE
END-OF-YEAR CONCERT, FIU

